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We have an exciting event coming up.  Our Holiday Party will be Friday, December 9th, 2011.  Drs. Johnn Griffith, 
Gerry Santiago and Denise Gay will be our party coordinators.  Those of us who attended last year’s event can       
certainly tell you what a great time we had! 

Our Spring meeting is a meeting you will not want to miss!  We have a world class speaker, Dr. Gerard J. Chiche.  
The topic will be “Recipes for Predictable Anterior Esthetics”.  We are lucky to have a speaker of this caliber in our 
backyard.  On a final note, if you know anyone that is not a CCDA member please invite them to attend a meeting. 
We will cover the cost of dinner for a first time guest.  Strong membership benefits all of us! 

Have a wonderful, safe holiday season. 

~Dr. Richard J. Garcia 

President’s Message 

It has been a very busy beginning to our year.  It’s worth mentioning again that 
the Dental and Medical community were successful in maintaining fluoride in 
our public water system.  Thanks to all involved, especially Dr. Joan Colfer 
with the Collier County Department of Health. Thank you also to Dr. Keith 
Riley for his continued unwavering support for the citizens of Collier County.  
I am proud of our dental community for their quick response to our call for  
support. This was not an easy task.  Pinellas County just went through the 
same process and their outcome was not as successful.  Kudos to Collier 
County. 

ADA Presidential Campaign update: The 17th district delegation  announced 
the candidacy of Dr. Sam Low. It would be an honor to have a Florida        
candidate elected as the ADA President.  He would serve a two year term 
when elected as President-elect and then ADA President for 2012-2013.  The 
WCDDA’s goal is to raise $20,000 through members’ contributions for the Dr. 
Sam Low campaign.  WCDDA will match up to $5000.  CCDA members are 
encouraged to support the election campaign. 



for giving of his time to participate. Addition-
ally, Dr. Garcia and myself are the Collier 
County delegates to the West Coast District 
Dental Association House of delegates and 
we will both return to Tampa on Feb. 4 for the 
WCCDA HOD meeting held during the annual 
meeting. We will provide a report in the next 
issue regarding this. 

   Many other of our members continue to go 
the extra mile for the CCDA. Special thanks to 
Dr. Denise Gay and Gerry Santiago for help-
ing to put on such a great Holiday party. Dr. 
Gay went the extra mile needed to not only 
salvage our party when problems arose at 
Naples Bay Resort, but to arrange in one 
weeks time to change the venue and put on 
an even better event. 

The CCDA also would like to extend special 
thanks to Dr. Laura Van Varick for her work in 
taking on the role of CCDA coordinator for 
Children’s Dental Health Month. 

   All of you should be receiving an invitation 
to the CCDA annual spring meeting on May 
20th. Dr. Paul Homily will address issues of 
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Meetings are held on the third Thursday of the 

month at the Naples Beach Hotel,  

851 Gulf Shore Blvd North.  The meetings  start 

at 6:00 P.M., unless otherwise announced.  Dress 

is Naples Casual. Members are asked to RSVP 

and to provide a 24-hour cancellation notice.  

Prospective members will be admitted at no 

charge for their first dinner meeting.  Guests fees 

will be  $55 at check-in.   
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Meetings are held on the third Thursday of 

the month at the Naples Beach Hotel,  

851 Gulf Shore Blvd. North.   

 

The meetings start at 6:00 P.M., unless   

otherwise announced.  Dress is Naples  

Casual. Members are asked to RSVP and to 

provide a 24-hour cancellation notice.   

           

Prospective members will be admitted at 

no charge for their first dinner meeting.  

Guests fees will be $55 at check-in.   
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Don’t miss the our Annual Holiday Party!! 
Featuring Entertainer Robert Williamson 
 

CCDA HOLIDAY PARTY 
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2nd Friday in December 
7-10pm 

We are back at the Naples Bay Resort 
1500 5th Ave S, Naples, FL 34102 
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 Future Meetings 

November 17th, 2011 
CCDA General Meeting  
Dr. Bill Moore—TMD 
 
December 9th, 2011 
HOLIDAY PARTY!! 
Naples Bay Resort Yacht Club 
 
January 19th, 2012 
CCDA General Meeting  
Dr. Bill Robinson—Medical Errors  
 
February 16th, 2012 
CCDA General Meeting sponsored by ZIMMER 
Dr. Terri Otto—Tissue Banking 
 
March 15th, 2012 
CCDA General Meeting  
Dr. David Ritter—Early Detection and Treatment of Melanoma 
 
April 19th, 2012 
CCDA General Meeting sponsored by Nobel 
 Dr. Pat Kane MD—Apnea 
 
April 27th, 2012 
SPRING MEETING 
Dr. Gerard J. Chiche—Recipes for Predictable Anterior Esthetics 

DENTISTS’ DAY ON THE HILL 
2012  
The annual Dentists’ Day on the Hill will 
be held on Wednesday, February 1, 
2012. This event is a couple of months 
earlier due to the legislative session    
convening in January rather than March 
because of redistricting. Each year, FDA 
members from around the state travel to 
the Capitol to meet with legislators on  
issues that directly impact dentistry.    
Legislators look forward to these       
meetings and hearing directly from you 
even if you don’t consider yourself 
“political”. Attending Dentists’ Day on the 
Hill is a special opportunity to advocate 
on behalf of your profession and to see 
firsthand your state legislature in action. 
There will be a legislative briefing held the 
evening before Dentists’ Day, Tues., 
January 31, to help prepare you for your 
meetings with legislators. The FDA hopes 
to have a strong showing at the Capitol 
on Dentists’ Day on the Hill. Mark your 
calendars for Wed., February 1!      
Contact Dr. Richard Garcia if you 
would like to attend.  
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Dr. Chiche is the Thomas P. Hinman Endowed 
Chair in Restorative Dentistry, and the         
Director of the    Center for Esthetic & Implant 
Dentistry at MCG School of Dentistry in     
Augusta, GA. He has given  numerous        
programs nationally and internationally and 
holds membership in the American College of 
Dentists, the American Academy of Esthetic 
Dentistry, the American Academy of Fixed 
Prosthodontics, the American Academy of  
Restorative Dentistry and the Omicron Kappa 
Upsilon Dental Honor Society. He is a Past 
President of the American Academy of        
Esthetic Dentistry and is also, respectively 
with Alain Pinault and Hitoshi Aoshima the 
author of the textbooks:    Esthetics of Anterior 
Fixed Restorations, and Smile Design - A 
guide for Clinician, Ceramist and Patient both 
published by Quintessence Pub. Co. He serves 
as adjunct faculty at the Pankey Institute, he is 
the recipient of the 2003 LSU Alumni Award, 
the 2003 Educational Community        
Achievement Award of the Seattle Study Club 
for best dental educator of the year and the 
2007 Distinguished Lecturer Award of the 
Greater New York Academy of                 
Prosthodontics. He became in 2009 the first 
receipient of the Endowed Chair sponsored by 
the Thomas P. Hinman Dental Society.  

SAVE THE DATE 
April 27th, 2012 

 Dr. Gerard J. Dr. Gerard J. Dr. Gerard J. 
ChicheChicheChiche    

Recipes for Predictable  

Anterior Esthetics 

April 27th, 2012April 27th, 2012April 27th, 2012    
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PRELIMINARY ISSUES OUTLINED FOR 
THE 2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION  
FDA staff has already begun the process of 
reviewing bills that have been filed for the 
2012 Legislative Session. The Legislature will 
be taking on a momentous task of redrawing 
the congressional and state district lines in 
preparation for the 2012 elections. This en-
deavor will be their main focus and will con-
sume much of their time during session. As 
such, advocacy groups will be advised to be 
less aggressive in their efforts to push forward 
controversial legislation. Many times in this 
process success comes from playing defense 
and at the end of the day, defense may bring 
home a better overall outcome than always 
focusing on offense.  
At this time, the FDA’s legislative agenda in-
cludes the following issues:  
�  Support for maintaining the current law that 
requires graduates of non-accredited dental 
schools to complete a 2-year supplemental 
education program before taking the Florida 
licensure exam.  
�  Support allowing dental hygienists to ad-
minister local anesthesia (after 60-hours of 
training) to a non-sedated patient over 18 
years old under the direct supervision of a 
dentist.  
�  Support creating a public records exemp-
tion for dentists and dental hygienists for infor-
mation provided in the voluntary dental work-
force survey completed during licensure re-
newal.  
�  Support legislation prohibiting insurance 
companies from telling dentists what they can 
charge for non-covered services.  
�  Support clarification that dentists (in speci-
fied circumstances) do not need to purchase a 
$255 health care clinic establishment permit to 
purchase prescription drugs.  
There are many other legislative issues FDA 
staff will be monitoring this year, including 
Medicaid and budget proposals, which may 
have an impact on the dental profession.  

 

BOD APPOINTMENTS ANNOUNCED  
Gov. Rick Scott has announced two appointments to the Florida Board 
of Dentistry (BOD). Dr. Wade Winker, a general dentist from Eustis, 
was reappointed for another four-year term. Former BOD member Dr. 
Joe Thomas, a general dentist from Vero Beach, also was appointed 
and replaced Dr. Dan Gesek, Jr., an oral and maxillofacial surgeon 
from Jacksonville. Both appointed dentists are FDA members. All ap-
pointments are subject to Senate confirmation. Please congratulate 
Drs. Winker and Thomas for their appointments. The FDA looks for-
ward to working with each BOD member in a collaborative effort to en-
sure the best possible dental services are provided to the citizens of 
Florida.  
The FDA would also like to thank Dr. Gesek for his hard work and dedi-
cation to the proper regulation of the dental profession. Being a BOD 
member is challenging and requires a substantial amount of time away 
from family and friends. However, it is a necessary component of the 
dental profession and ensures the integrity of the dentists licensed in 
our state.  
 

FDA Update 



COLLIER COUNTY DENTAL ASSOCIATION 
Founded 1973 

Member Organization of the ADA, 
The West Coast District and  
Florida Dental Associations 

www.collierdentists.com 




