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    As this newsletter arrives to you in February, our season will be in full 

swing. Looking back to last September, the CCDA continues to be progres-

sive in presenting quality dinner meetings, excellent continuing education, 

and attracting and retaining membership. Participation in the dinner meetings 

is at an all time high. We recently welcomed four new members into the 

CCDA at the January meeting. Please help me in welcoming Drs. Tamara 

Robison, Marc Beattie, Dean Mourselas, and Jake Hester to the CCDA.    

Additionally, at the November meeting, we welcomed Dr. Lynn St. Amand 

to our organization. Congratulations to each of you for choosing to           

participate in organized dentistry. 

   At the January meeting, I had the pleasure of recognizing Dr. T.J.Albert  

who has been chosen by the Nominating Committee for the Assistant       

Program Chairman on the 2011-2012 Council. The committee is pleased 

with Dr. Albertôs decision to serve our members by becoming an officer of 

the CCDA. We all look forward to his election by the membership at the 

February meeting.  
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dinner meetings has been particularly strong and many of us participated in a terrific Holiday Party hosted by the 

CCDA. In the mist of our busy lives of family and practice, itôs challenging to take time and be involved with 

organized dentistry; however, itôs your commitment to participation that makes us strong. I applaud each of you 

for your involvement and encourage you to continue to attend the dinner meetings and membership functions. 

 

   In this issue, please read the summary of the recent Florida Dental Associationôs House of Delegates meeting. 

This meeting was held in Tampa on January 21 and 22, 2011. As you may be aware, Collier County has two 

members of the FDA House of Delegates (HOD), Dr Richard Garcia and myself.  Prior to attending the two days 

in Tampa, we participated in two evening telephone conferences to educate ourselves on the relevant issues in 

preparation to vote in a manner that is congruent with the goals of our association. I want to 

  At the midpoint of the CCDA ñyearò, I would like to thank each of you, our 

members, for your participation in the CCDA this year. Attendance at the  
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   This will be the final newsletter for the 2010-2011 season and the final 

months for me as President. I am very grateful for the support the entire      

executive council has provided during the past year. Dr. Richard Garcia, in his 

role as Vice President, has provided invaluable support through the year,      

including attending all of the FDA HOD meetings, WCCDA HOD meetings 

and WCCDA Executive Cabinet meetings. 

   Dr. Eric Reed, as Secretary Treasurer, has guarded the budget carefully and 

accurately, and monitored all with extreme precision. He never failed to come 

through when a project was needed without notice. 

   Our Program Chairman, Dr. Scott Johnson, has provided one our best years 

of dinner meetings, speakers and what will be an excellent spring meeting. It 

takes time and effort to arrange each meeting so smoothly. 

   Hats off to Dr. JB Hansen, our Assistant Program Chairman who has          

continued with extra efforts in providing the best newsletter of any of the  

component associations. He has also been working diligently in preparing for 

another great year of meetings and speakers. 

   Many other members have pitched in many ways. Dr. Mark Singer continues to serve the CCDA. Dr. Denise Gay 

helped to provide one of our best holiday parties ever. Dr. Laura Van Varick has again served selflessly for         

Childrenôs Dental Health Month. Dr. David Clary has helped the CCDA remain politically active. Many others have 

pitched in to the effort of running this organization that I have not mentioned here. Your efforts are greatly            

appreciated.    

   I would like to extend a special ñThank-youò to Dr. Bill Thomas. Bill is in the final months of his six years of     

service to the executive council of the CCDA, including President of the 2009-2010 season. His efforts have been 

invaluable in helping our organization to remain strong. He has held his office with true effort and conviction and I 

ask each of you to take a moment at the next dinner meeting to thank him. Thank you Bill.             Continued Page 3 



for giving of his time to participate. Addition-
ally, Dr. Garcia and myself are the Collier 
County delegates to the West Coast District 
Dental Association House of delegates and 
we will both return to Tampa on Feb. 4 for the 
WCCDA HOD meeting held during the annual 
meeting. We will provide a report in the next 
issue regarding this. 

   Many other of our members continue to go 
the extra mile for the CCDA. Special thanks to 
Dr. Denise Gay and Gerry Santiago for help-
ing to put on such a great Holiday party. Dr. 
Gay went the extra mile needed to not only 
salvage our party when problems arose at 
Naples Bay Resort, but to arrange in one 
weeks time to change the venue and put on 
an even better event. 

The CCDA also would like to extend special 
thanks to Dr. Laura Van Varick for her work in 
taking on the role of CCDA coordinator for 
Childrenôs Dental Health Month. 

   All of you should be receiving an invitation 
to the CCDA annual spring meeting on May 
20

th
. Dr. Paul Homily will address issues of 
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Meetings are held on the third Thursday of the 

month at the Naples Beach Hotel,  

851 Gulf Shore Blvd North.  The meetings  start 

at 6:00 P.M., unless otherwise announced.  Dress 

is Naples Casual. Members are asked to RSVP 

and to provide a 24-hour cancellation notice.  

Prospective members will be admitted at no 

charge for their first dinner meeting.  Guests fees 

will be  $55 at check-in.   
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Meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month at the 

Naples Beach Hotel,  

851 Gulf Shore Blvd. North.  The meetings  start at         

6:00 P.M., unless otherwise announced.  Dress is Naples 

Casual. Members are asked to RSVP and to provide a 24-

hour cancellation notice.  Prospective members will be    

admitted at no charge for their first dinner meeting.  Guests 

fees will be $55 at check-in.   

 

 



The dental program at the Neighborhood Health Clinic is in its 18th month. We are seeing and treating approxi-

mately 14-18 people/month. These working poor of Collier County are very appreciative of our efforts. But, we 

need more volunteers to treat patients. Besides the emotional moral  boost  helping gives us, you can now  

receive one credit hour per volunteer hour for up to 7 credit hours. (CEU's). 

Please call Lisette Wynn at 250-5424 to begin the registration with NHC. 

  

FDA House of Delegates 2010 

 

   Now more than ever, each of us should be aware of 

what is happening in our legislature. The Department of 

Health (DOH) is preparing to file legislation for the 2010 

session that will encompass dental workforce issues. 

These legislative efforts will affect each and every one of 

us. Of greatest concerns are legislative efforts to elimi-

nate the Florida dental licensure exam. Previously, the 

Collier Count Dental Association, led by Dr. Leo 

Cullinan, single handedly fought off the FDAôs conces-

sion to these efforts. The FDA does support the exam and 

is concerned about the effects these legislative efforts 

will have on patient safety if the licensure exam is elimi-

nated. The FDA is working with the DOH to address the 

critical concerns regarding this matter.  

   Your involvement in organized dentistry is crucial in 

these times more than ever before. I urge you to remain 

involved and to encourage your colleagues who are not 

members of organized dentistry to consider the value of 

membership.  

 Phil LoGrippo DMD  

FDA House of Delegates 2010  
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On Saturday, January 23, 2010 the Florida 

Dental Association held the House of Dele-

gates Semiannual Session at the Tampa Air-

port Marriott. This was the first time this 

meeting was held in a one day format (it has 

historically been a two day meeting) which 

made for a full day. Collier County was repre-

sented by both of our delegates, Dr. Bill Tho-

mas and myself, as well as our alternate dele-

gate Dr. Richard Garcia.  

   Some critical issues dominated a significant 

portion of the day. The Board of Dentistry 

wants to eliminate the use of live patients on 

the Florida licensure exam. The FDA did not 

have an existing policy with respect to the use 

of live patients.  A resolution was adopted that 

specifies that the FDA feels the current exam 

is strong and supports the current Florida 

clinical examôs use of live patients as it cur-

rently exists.  

   Another issue that brought much debate was 

the fact that at their November 2009 meeting, 

the Board of Dentistry voted to support legis-

lation to approve administration of local anes-

thesia by hygienists. Although the FDA con-

tinues to support the policy that only dentists 

administer anesthesia, it is imperative that the 

FDA lobby for the inclusion of specific educa-

tional criteria for hygienists to administer lo-

cal anesthesia in the event that statutory 

changes become imminent.  

   Another key event of this meeting was the 

introduction of Bill McCollum who is running 

for Governor. He is currently the Florida At-

torney General and addressed the Florida 

House of Delegates. You can access informa-

tion regarding his campaign at BillM-

cCollum.com. The FDA supports his candi-

dacy. Please become involved and see his 

website.  
 (continued) 
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The working poor of Collier County are very appreciative of our efforts. There is still a need for more            

volunteers to treat patients. Besides the emotional moral boost helping gives, you can now  

receive one credit hour per volunteer hour for up to 7 credit hours. (CEU's).                                                    

Call Lisette Wynn at 250-5424 to volunteer with NHC 

. 

 

"Death Investigation" 
 

Detective W. Still Collier County Sheriff Major Crimes  

 

    Detective Stills has asked for our  associations assistance with an 

identification.  

 

   "I am currently investigating the recovery of human remains and 

have a possible match. Would like to have your members check for 

dental records during years 1980-2000 on a subject named Jose     

Almaraz W/M; DOB 6-6-1932. 

  

   I have a skull with upper teeth (US styled dental work). This person 

resided in Naples and Immokalee between 1977 and 2000 and likely 

received dental work at a local office in the 80's and 90's.  

 

   He went unofficially missing in 2000 and there is no record of his 

death. I can be reached at 239-530-9879 for additional information. 

All assistance with this matter is greatly appreciated." 

 

Detective W. Still 

 

   Lastly, I would like to personally 

thank all of you, the members, for     

receiving me graciously and for        

allowing me to serve the CCDA for a 

second time. 

   On a closing note, remember to sign 

up for the Spring Meeting on May 20th 

now. Dr. Paul Homoly has geared his 

presentation for the entire staff,  for   

specialists, and general dentists alike. 

We are sharing this meeting with Lee 

County so space is limited. This is an 

awesome opportunity for you and your 

staff! 

 

 

Dr. Phil LoGrippo 

CCDA President  

Pres. Message Continued 


