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Welcome to 2011 

COLLIER COUNTY DENTAL ASSOCIATION  
Founded 1973  

Member Organization of the ADA  
The West Coast District and  

Florida Dental Associations  

Collier County Dental 

    As this newsletter arrives to you in February, our season will be in full 

swing. Looking back to last September, the CCDA continues to be progres-

sive in presenting quality dinner meetings, excellent continuing education, 

and attracting and retaining membership. Participation in the dinner meetings 

is at an all time high. We recently welcomed four new members into the 

CCDA at the January meeting. Please help me in welcoming Drs. Tamara 

Robison, Marc Beattie, Dean Mourselas, and Jake Hester to the CCDA.    

Additionally, at the November meeting, we welcomed Dr. Lynn St. Amand 

to our organization. Congratulations to each of you for choosing to           

participate in organized dentistry. 

   At the January meeting, I had the pleasure of recognizing Dr. T.J.Albert  

who has been chosen by the Nominating Committee for the Assistant       

Program Chairman on the 2011-2012 Council. The committee is pleased 

with Dr. Albertôs decision to serve our members by becoming an officer of 

the CCDA. We all look forward to his election by the membership at the 

February meeting.  
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dinner meetings has been particularly strong and many of us participated in a terrific Holiday Party hosted by the 

CCDA. In the mist of our busy lives of family and practice, itôs challenging to take time and be involved with 

organized dentistry; however, itôs your commitment to participation that makes us strong. I applaud each of you 

for your involvement and encourage you to continue to attend the dinner meetings and membership functions. 

 

   In this issue, please read the summary of the recent Florida Dental Associationôs House of Delegates meeting. 

This meeting was held in Tampa on January 21 and 22, 2011. As you may be aware, Collier County has two 

members of the FDA House of Delegates (HOD), Dr Richard Garcia and myself.  Prior to attending the two days 

in Tampa, we participated in two evening telephone conferences to educate ourselves on the relevant issues in 

preparation to vote in a manner that is congruent with the goals of our association. I want to 

  At the midpoint of the CCDA ñyearò, I would like to thank each of you, our 

members, for your participation in the CCDA this year. Attendance at the  



for giving of his time to participate. Addition-
ally, Dr. Garcia and myself are the Collier 
County delegates to the West Coast District 
Dental Association House of delegates and 
we will both return to Tampa on Feb. 4 for the 
WCCDA HOD meeting held during the annual 
meeting. We will provide a report in the next 
issue regarding this. 

   Many other of our members continue to go 
the extra mile for the CCDA. Special thanks to 
Dr. Denise Gay and Gerry Santiago for help-
ing to put on such a great Holiday party. Dr. 
Gay went the extra mile needed to not only 
salvage our party when problems arose at 
Naples Bay Resort, but to arrange in one 
weeks time to change the venue and put on 
an even better event. 

The CCDA also would like to extend special 
thanks to Dr. Laura Van Varick for her work in 
taking on the role of CCDA coordinator for 
Childrenôs Dental Health Month. 

   All of you should be receiving an invitation 
to the CCDA annual spring meeting on May 
20

th
. Dr. Paul Homily will address issues of 
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Meetings are held on the third Thursday of the 

month at the Naples Beach Hotel,  

851 Gulf Shore Blvd North.  The meetings  start 

at 6:00 P.M., unless otherwise announced.  Dress 

is Naples Casual. Members are asked to RSVP 

and to provide a 24-hour cancellation notice.  

Prospective members will be admitted at no 

charge for their first dinner meeting.  Guests fees 

will be  $55 at check-in.   
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Meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month at the 

Naples Beach Hotel,  

851 Gulf Shore Blvd. North.  The meetings  start at         

6:00 P.M., unless otherwise announced.  Dress is Naples 

Casual. Members are asked to RSVP and to provide a 24-

hour cancellation notice.  Prospective members will be    

admitted at no charge for their first dinner meeting.  Guests 

fees will be $55 at check-in.   

 

 



The dental program at the Neighborhood Health Clinic is in its 18th month. We are seeing and treating approxi-

mately 14-18 people/month. These working poor of Collier County are very appreciative of our efforts. But, we 

need more volunteers to treat patients. Besides the emotional moral  boost  helping gives us, you can now  

receive one credit hour per volunteer hour for up to 7 credit hours. (CEU's). 

Please call Lisette Wynn at 250-5424 to begin the registration with NHC. 

  

FDA House of Delegates 2010 

 

   Now more than ever, each of us should be aware of 

what is happening in our legislature. The Department of 

Health (DOH) is preparing to file legislation for the 2010 

session that will encompass dental workforce issues. 

These legislative efforts will affect each and every one of 

us. Of greatest concerns are legislative efforts to elimi-

nate the Florida dental licensure exam. Previously, the 

Collier Count Dental Association, led by Dr. Leo 

Cullinan, single handedly fought off the FDAôs conces-

sion to these efforts. The FDA does support the exam and 

is concerned about the effects these legislative efforts 

will have on patient safety if the licensure exam is elimi-

nated. The FDA is working with the DOH to address the 

critical concerns regarding this matter.  

   Your involvement in organized dentistry is crucial in 

these times more than ever before. I urge you to remain 

involved and to encourage your colleagues who are not 

members of organized dentistry to consider the value of 

membership.  

 Phil LoGrippo DMD  

FDA House of Delegates 2010  

(continued) 
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On Saturday, January 23, 2010 the Florida 

Dental Association held the House of Dele-

gates Semiannual Session at the Tampa Air-

port Marriott. This was the first time this 

meeting was held in a one day format (it has 

historically been a two day meeting) which 

made for a full day. Collier County was repre-

sented by both of our delegates, Dr. Bill Tho-

mas and myself, as well as our alternate dele-

gate Dr. Richard Garcia.  

   Some critical issues dominated a significant 

portion of the day. The Board of Dentistry 

wants to eliminate the use of live patients on 

the Florida licensure exam. The FDA did not 

have an existing policy with respect to the use 

of live patients.  A resolution was adopted that 

specifies that the FDA feels the current exam 

is strong and supports the current Florida 

clinical examôs use of live patients as it cur-

rently exists.  

   Another issue that brought much debate was 

the fact that at their November 2009 meeting, 

the Board of Dentistry voted to support legis-

lation to approve administration of local anes-

thesia by hygienists. Although the FDA con-

tinues to support the policy that only dentists 

administer anesthesia, it is imperative that the 

FDA lobby for the inclusion of specific educa-

tional criteria for hygienists to administer lo-

cal anesthesia in the event that statutory 

changes become imminent.  

   Another key event of this meeting was the 

introduction of Bill McCollum who is running 

for Governor. He is currently the Florida At-

torney General and addressed the Florida 

House of Delegates. You can access informa-

tion regarding his campaign at BillM-

cCollum.com. The FDA supports his candi-

dacy. Please become involved and see his 

website.  
 (continued) 
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The working poor of Collier County are very appreciative of our efforts. There is still a need for more            

volunteers to treat patients. Besides the emotional moral boost helping gives, you can now  

receive one credit hour per volunteer hour for up to 7 credit hours. (CEU's).                                                    

Call Lisette Wynn at 250-5424 to volunteer with NHC 

. 

The ADLEX Exam (the exam development body) 

The HOD voted in favor unanimously to accept this exam as the exam for Licensure in Florida 

Live patients will remain part of the exam process 

Hygiene Response Team 

A way to utilize hygienists in public health settings for care of oral hygiene and minor tooth decay 

More studies on this are required and reports will be given at the June 2011 HOD 

Local Anesthetic Guidelines for Hygienists 

Hygienists with proper training will be able to give local anesthesia after 30 hours each of both didactic 

and clinical experience 

Reduced Membership for Full Time faculty 

Full time faculty in accredited schools get 50% dues reduction 

FNDC and the House of Delegates 

Trying something new with the HOD, they will hold 1st session on Thursday and 2nd session on Saturday 

 

Of the points previously described, the most discussed issue was of Licensure. Therefore I urge members:  Be 

aware of what is happening in our legislature.  Organized dentistry is effective when membership is strong.       

Decisions made by our leadership will have an impact now and in our future.  I urge members to be involved and     

informed and to encourage non-members to join. 

                                                                                                                                Dr. Richard Garcia 

   The Florida Dental Association House of 

Delegates (HOD) held their semiannual      

session on January 21 and 22, 2011.  The ses-

sion was held in the Hillsborough Grand Ball-

room, Tampa Airport Marriott.  They  re-

turned to a 2-day format this year to be able to 

address all the exhibits on the 149-page    

document.  They had condensed the meeting 

to a 1-day session last year.  Two delegates 

were sent from Collier County, Dr. LoGrippo 

and Dr. Garcia. 

   The FDA President, Dr. Larry Nissen,      

addressed delegates, stating that the associa-

tion is working in three main areas:  Access to 

Care, Licensure and Membership.  ADA 

President, Dr. Raymond Gist, also addressed 

the House.  He states that the ADA has taken 

many positive steps in addressing critical   

issues: Access to Care, Federal regulation and 

Membership. 

House of Delegates 

Below are several bullet points from the HOD  
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March 17th, 2011 

CCDA General Meeting 

Dr. Will MartinðImplant 

Restorative Therapy 

April  21st, 2011 

CCDA General Meeting 

Dr. Sam Low  

May 20th, 2011 

Spring Meeting 

Dr. Paul Homoly 

 Future Meetings 

   February is Children's Dental Health 

Month!  CCDA encourages its members to 

participate in this valuable educational       

experience for the children of Collier 

County.  Members interested in donating 

their time to visit a local elementary school 

should contact the school of your choice to 

make arrangements.  Materials for these 

presentations (toothbrushes, videos, animals 

to demonstrate brushing) are available at Dr. 

Laura Van Varick's office.  Please call her 

office to arrange for pickup of these materi-

als.  This experience can greatly impact the 

lives of the children involved. Let's all    

demonstrate the importance of our profession 

and participate! 

Laura Van Varick, D.D.S. 

North Naples Dental 

1201 Piper Blvd #21 

Naples, FL 34110 

(239) 514-2229 

Children's Dental 

Health Month 



 
 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƴŎŜƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜΣ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜέ 

There must be commitment to learn, to be a constant student, to always 
ōŜ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΣ ά!Ƴ L ŘƻƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ōŜǎǘΚέ 
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CCDA Spring Meeting  

Dr. Paul Homoly 
 

Making it Easy for Patients 

to Say Yes 

Friday, May 20th, 2011 

8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

Holiday Inn  

Fort Myers Airport At Town Center  
(Across from Gulf Coast Town Center) 

9931 Interstate Commerce Dr.   

Fort Myers, FL  

(239) 561-1550 

This is intended for Dentists and 

geared directly towards Staff 

Sponsored by: 

Lee County Dental Society 

and Collier County  

Dental Association 

Dr. Paul Homoly 
Making It Easy For Patients 

To Say Yes 

Sponsors: 

Biomet 3i 

Henry Schein 
Straumann USA 

Iron Stone Bank 

Markham Norton Mosteller Wright & Company 

Comerica Bank 

Zimmer Dental 

Doctors Choice Companies, Inc 

ADS Florida 

Komet USA 
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In Memory of Dr. James Rehak 

   A friend and colleague remembered:  

He was born in Chicago IL, attained a 

Doctorate of Dental Surgery, Cum Laude, 

Orthodontics, and was a Professor at the 

University of Illinois. Dr. Rehak had 

practices of Orthodontics in Chicago and 

Naples. Past President and Trustee of St. 

John Neumann High School, St Ann 

Catholic School and the Catholic Cultural 

Center in Washington D.C.. He loved life 

and served his county well as a First   

Lieutenant in the Army.  

   We remember a loving father, devoted 

husband and a constant pillar to the 

Naples community of which he brought 

smiles of love, hope, happiness and 

peace. He had a deep love for people and 

he gladly, and generously, gave to those 

that needed his warmth, sincere heart and 

gentleness. He will be missed by his fam-

ily, patients, friends and generations of    

Neapolitans. 

  

Published Jan 30 2011 Naples Daily 

News, obit 

   Dr. Garcia and his wife Robin attended the 2011 

Inauguration of Governor Rick Scott. They were 

able to attend a morning breakfast at FAMU where 

the keynote speaker was Chuck Colson, the former 

Nixon aide and Watergate criminal, who has spent 

the past three decades as a  prison minister and    

motivational speaker. They also attended the    

swearing in on the steps of the Capital building, 

which was followed by a parade. 

 

   Dr. Garcia and Robin were able to meet with    

several representatives of  the FDA and briefly     

discuss some of the pending legislation facing the 

dental profession. 

 

   They took a tour of the Governors Mansion and 

were able to meet with Governor Scott and his 

lovely wife Ann to offer their personal                  

congratulations. They capped the evening off with 

the company of other Naples residents who also 

traveled to Tallahassee to celebrate our new Gover-

nor at the Inaugural Ball. 

 

Dr. Richard Garcia 

Dr. Garcia and his wife Robin met with Governor Rick Scott and 

his wife Ann.   

Tallahassee Update 
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Just because you do not take an interest  

in politics doesn't mean politics won't take  

an interest in you! - Pericles (430 B.C.) 

thank Dr. Garcia for giving his time to   

participate. Additionally, Dr. Garcia 

and myself are the Collier County   

Delegates to the West Coast District 

Dental Association House of Delegates. 

We will both return to Tampa on Feb. 4 

for the WCCDA HOD meeting held 

during the annual meeting. We will 

provide a report in the next issue      

regarding the meeting. 

   Many other of our members continue 

to go the extra mile for the CCDA. 

Special thanks to Drs. Denise Gay and 

Gerry Santiago for helping to plan  

such a great Holiday Party. As        

problems arouse from the Naples Bay 

Resort, Dr. Gay went the extra mile to 

not only salvage our event but to      

arrange in one weeks time, a change in 

venue and an even better event. 

   The CCDA also would like to extend 

special thanks to Dr. Laura Van Varick 

for her work in taking on the role of 

CCDA coordinator for Childrenôs  

Dental Health Month. 

 

   All of you should be receiving an   

invitation to the CCDA Annual Spring 

Meeting on May 20th.  Dr. Paul        

Homoly will address issues of how to 

communicate treatment needs to       

patients. It will be especially geared for 

our staff. This is a nationally renowned 

speaker coming here to our own back-

yard. 

   Special thanks to our Program Chairman, Dr. Scott Johnson, in 

working with the Lee Collier County Dental Association to not only 

have such a great program, but for it to be very affordable to attend 

with staff. The executive council is very cognizant of the difficulty 

the economy has had on our practice budgets and it has been one of 

our main goals to provide value to our members in continuing       

education. Remember to sign up for our Spring Meeting right away! 

Your participation is what  allows us to continue to provide this     

service to you. 

   Congratulations to each and every one of you, our members, for 

your continued support of organized dentistry, and particularly to the 

Collier County Dental Association. I look forward to the second half 

of our ñyearò and to your continued participation at our dinner    

meetings and in the Spring Meeting. 

                                                              

Dr. Philip LoGrippo 

Pres. Message Continued 


